
Geography Vocabulary Progression Rec-Yr 6 

Reception Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6  
animals 

beach 
building 

city 
Countryside 

desert 

England 
farm 

festivals 
flag 

forest 

globe 
hill 

house 

journey 
lake 

land 
language 

local 

map 
mountain 

park 
path 

people 

place 
pond 

rainforest 

river 
road 

autumn  

building 
beach 

capital city  
castle 

church  

city  
cloud 

clothes 
cliff  

coast  

cold 
compass 

country 

countryside  
desert  

equator 
farm 

forest  

freezing  
frosty  

ground  
hot  

island  

local area  
map  

misty  

month  
office  

adapt 

atlas 
beach 

cliff 
coast 

compass 

continent 
diagram 

desert 
east 

England 

Europe 
facilities 

farm 

factory 
forest 

globe 
habitat 

harbour 

hill 
human 

island 
Ireland 

local area 

man-made 
maps 

mountain 

north 
oceans 

atlases 

Artic 
Antartic circles 

capital cities 
climate zones 

compass 

contents  
destination 

east  
explore 

equator 

European 
countries 

famous 

volcanoes  
human features 

index 
landscape 

land use  

locality  
map index  

Mediterranean 
mountain range 

North East  

North West  
Northern 

Hemisphere  

ordnance 

Aerial 

Atlantic Ocean 
continent 

photograph 
aftershock 

ash cloud 

atlas 
avalanche 

British Isles 
cities 

compass – 8 

points locality 
dormant 

earthquake 

Egypt 
economic 

activity 
eruption 

European 

Union 
globe 

Great Britain 
human 

features 

island 
Italy 

key 

maps 
measure 

aerial 

photograph 
America 

climate  
countries 

distance 

economical 
features 

Europe 
fieldwork  

graph  

human features 
 itinerary 

 journey 

land use 
longitude  

latitude 
locality 

 maps 

 mountain 
regions 

ordnance 
Survey physical 

features river 

bank  
sketches  

source 

 symbols 
 water  

aerial 

photographs  
Antarctic circle 

Arctic Circle 
 biomes 

 climate zones  

distribution  
energy 

economic 
activity 

 food  

human features 
locality  

land use 

measurements  
minerals  

natural 
resources 

Ordnance 

Survey physical 
features scale  

settlements 
symbols  

settlements  

time zones  
Tropics: Cancer 

& Capricorn  

Trade links 



Geography Vocabulary Progression Rec-Yr 6 

 

sea 

seasons 
shop 

 town 

 village 
 water 

 weather 
 wildlife 

 wood  

 world 

place 

people 
rain  

route 

rural  
season 

seaside  
shop  

snow 

spring  
street  

summer 

sunshine 
symbol 

temperature 
The months 

of the year 

thunderstorm  
town 

United 
Kingdom 

valley  

vegetation 
village 

warm 
weather 

weather 

chart 
wind 

windy 

winter 

office 

people 
photograph 

physical  

population  
port  

Scotland  
south  

town 

United Kingdom  
valley  

village  

Wales 
west  

wildlife 
 

 

Survey  

settlement  
physical feature 

precipitation 

region  
rocks 

season  
soil 

south east 

south west   
Southern 

Hemisphere 

symbols 
temperature 

trade 
Time zone  

tropical 

Tropics of 
Cancer 

Tropics of 
Capricorn 

 volcano 

 weather station  
 wilderness  

 4 figure-grid 
references 

 

 

Ordnance 

Survey 
physical 

features 

Pompeii 
rainfall 

survey 
symbols 

topographical 

features  
United Kingdom  

villages  

water cycle 
4 figure-grid 

references 

4 figure -grid 

references  
8 point 

compass 

vegetation belts 

water 
6 figure 

references 

 
 


