
History Vocabulary Progression Rec-Yr 6 

Reception Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5 Year 6  
bones  
dinosaur 

family tree 
fossil 

new 

newer  
old  

older 
past  

time 

before 
live  

lived 

now  
life 

year 
photograph  

young 

different  
 

after 
artefact  

before 
celebrate  

chronological 

difference  
database 

event(s)  
explain 

 famous 

 king 
 object 

observe 

 past 
 photograph 

picture 
 present 

 queen  

recent history  
rule  

since I was 
born  

succeed  

significant 
people 

succession 

used for 
very old 

years 

after 
before 

before I was 
born 

Britain  

Briton  
chronological 

order 
democracy 

earlier  

eye-witness 
historical event 

later  

local area 
locality  

now 
older person 

parliament 

past  
present 

research  
sequence  

source 

timeline 
Great Fire of 

London 

Queen  
Victorians 

century 

AD  
Ancient 

archaeologist 
 BC  

Brits 

century 
 combat 

 conquer(ed) 
decade  

differences  

evidence  
enquiry 

 excavate  

finding skills 
historian  

historical 
information 

invaders  

invasion  
period  

settlement  
settlers  

similarities 

 timeline 
Secondary 

source 

Primary source 
dates 

time period 

accurate  
aspect 

advanced  
attitudes 

beliefs 

communicate 
evidence 

availability 
developments 

dictated  

historical 
argument 

 impact  

inventions 
 items  

picture of the 
past point of 

view  

 poor 
 recent history  

religious 
differences 

 shape our 

lives  
 time difference  

version  

 way of life  
wealthy 

Romans  

Christian values 
comparison 

crime  
hypothesis 

influence   

punishment  
role of Britain  

specific features 
trade  

time period  

transport 
weaponry 

civil rights 

secondary 
source 

primary source 
enquiry 

questions 

investigate 
social 

society 
discrimination 

racism 

segregation 
ethnic 

cultural 

religious  
diversity 

past society. 

advancements 
British Empire 

causes in 
history changes  

civilisations  

continuity  
evacuee 

evacuate 
interpretations  

major influence 

multi-cultural  
mono-cultural 

persuade  

propaganda 
significant  

societies 
summarise 

viewpoint  

world history 
ww2 

Secondary 
source 

Primary source 

Dates 
time period 

era 

technological 
chronology 



History Vocabulary Progression Rec-Yr 6 

 

century 
a long time ago 

when my 

parents/carers 
were children 

years 
decades  

civilisation 

monarch 
parliament 

democracy 

war  
peace 

centuries 
 

a long time ago 
when my 

parents/carers 

were children 
years 

decades  
civilisation 

era  
change 

chronology 

 

Celts 
Egyptians  

Secondary 

source 
Primary source 

 

Social 
religious, 

political 

continuity 
change 

legacy 
impact  

invasion  

 
 

continuity 
change 

century 

decade 
 legacy 


