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How and why do we teach x tables at Holy 

Trinity? 

• The National Curriculum specifies that pupils should be 

taught to recall the multiplication tables up to and 

including 12 × 12 by the end of year 4. 

 

• Knowledge of x tables and related division facts 

underpins much of the mathematical work they do e.g. 

fractions, percentages, problem solving, ratio and 

proportion, problem solving 

 



Aim: To develop a Systematic, whole class 

approach to learning the times tables. 

• Aims to break down the learning of the times tables into 

manageable chunks learning a times table at a time.  

• Importance of the commutative law and the relationship 

with division facts.  

• Rote learning in which children learn the number facts 

AND a sound pattern (this is important). 

•  Little and often  

 



Our thinking  

• We don’t want maths to be all about ‘passing’ tests.  
• We do want our children to LOVE maths and SUCCEED within 

the maths curriculum. 

•  Time and time again, our children who can recall facts enjoy 

and are able to secure the maths curriculum easier than the 

children who can’t recall these facts.  
• The reality is the children who can’t recall these facts 

inevitably fall behind because these facts are the building 

blocks of so many other aspects of maths.  

• E.g. If I don’t know 7 x 3 then I won’t know 70 x 3 17 x 3 21 ÷ 3 

247 x 3 etc. 

 



How are we going to do it? 

•  There are not many facts:  

36 ‘building block’ facts (up to 9 x 9). There are roughly 39 
weeks in a school year, equating to essentially 1 fact a week, 

every year. It is achievable for the vast majority of children to 

learn these facts. 

 



There are 144 facts to learn 



We can focus these facts down to the 

essentials.  

• We don’t need to learn the 1x 
table by heart. The children 

will know when you multiply a 

number by 1 you end up with 

the starting number = 132 

facts 

• We can take off the 11 and 12 

times table initially, as these 

facts are not needed when 

completing short 

multiplication and short 

division = 108 facts 

 

 



Take out the 10 x table. 

Although a very important table 

children very quickly learn the 

pattern of multiplying by 10, so 

they do not need to learn it by 

rote 

 

Take out the remaining 10, 11 

and 12x  table facts = 64 Facts 

remaining  

 

 

 





Introducing a new times table 

• We write out the whole table.    Identify the facts the children 

already know and we are left with the new facts they need to 

learn. 

• Through the knowledge of commutative law they can really 

see even at this stage how much they already know. 

• Write up the associated division facts alongside the times 

table facts so that the children can see the clear relationship 

between multiplication and division. 

• Learn a fact at a time.    

• We learn the facts as a memorised sound pattern just like 

learning a song.  

• We want the facts to just trip off the tongue like a song lyric, 

without them having to think about them.   

 









 

 







Schools must administer the MTC to all eligible year 4 pupils 
between Monday 5 June and Friday 16 June 2023. 
 

Schools can use any of the following digital devices to access 

the check: 

- PC 

- laptop 

- tablet 

 



We can focus our X tables facts down to 

the essentials… 



Weekly multiplications check   

In Year 4, in preparation for the MTC, we will 

continue our weekly times table check alongside 

the children’s spelling test. 
 

 

We also continue to practise our times tables 

during the school day. 
 
 
 
 



 

- Times table rock stars https://ttrockstars.com/ 

- Maths frame* 

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-

Check 

- Topmarks https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/7-11-

years/multiplication-and-division 

- Multiplication https://www.multiplication.com/games/all-games 

 

 

 

 

Supporting your child 
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Bingo grids 

Youtube songs and raps 

Dominoes  



Any questions? 

Thank you for your continued support with your 

child’s learning. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact your 

child’s class teacher via the year 4 email: 

 

year_4@holytrinity.leeds.sch.uk 
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